An Overview of Ancient Greek History:
A Cooperative Learning Approach

	The Role of Geography in Ancient Greece

	· Mountains and the sea influenced Greek development.
· Mountains prevented unification and city-states developed.
· City-states were small and this fostered more citizen participation (militia & democracy).
· Proximity to the sea made Greeks (Athens) skilled sailors and later merchants.

· No traditional agriculture in Greece, instead commercial agriculture developed (olive oil and wine).
· Commercial agriculture was traded for food crops.  Colonies were later established.

· Greeks were united by culture, language, religion, and trade.




	Sparta
	V

S
	Athens

	· Spartans conquered their neighbors and enslaved them.  These Helots did most of the work in Sparta.
· Because most of the population in Sparta was slaves, the Spartans established a military state to ensure control.
· Spartan government was dominated by an oligarchy.
· Spartans did not value artistic pursuits and the individual was subordinate to the good of the group.

· The Spartan Army was the best in ancient Greece.

	
	· Athens focused on commerce and trade around the Aegean & Mediterranean Seas.

· In an effort to establish new markets for their goods (olive oil, wine, pottery) as well as to secure sources of food, the Athenians est. colonies.

· For practical reasons, the Athenians began to practice early democracy.

· Athenians valued the individual and this helped the development of the arts.

· The Athenian Navy was the best in ancient Greece.


	The Development of Greek Democracy

	There were a number of factors that contributed to the development of democracy:

· Weapons & armor were being made of iron allowing for an armed population, which would defend the city-state.  To prevent rebellions, citizens were given a voice in government.
· With the Athenian economy tied to trade, merchants used this influence to demand a voice in government.

· Most Greek farmers owned their land so along with the merchant class demanded a voice to protect their property.  (Greeks’ self-interest motivated them to participate.)




	The Greek Wars
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	Long Term Impact of the Greek Civil War

The Greek civil war weakened the traditional powers of Greece – Sparta & Athens.  This allowed the Macedonians under Phillip II and his son, Alexander the Great, to come to power and establish the largest Greek empire in history.



The Persian War





The Persian Empire conquered Greek colonies in Asia Minor.


Athens aided these Greek colonists in rebelling angering the Persians.


The first invasion by the Persians failed.


The second successfully occupied parts of Greece – including Athens.


After a series of battlefield defeats the Persians withdrew from Greece.





The Athenian Empire 





After the Persians were forced out of Greece, the Athenians continued the war in an effort to recapture their lost colonies from the Persians.


The Delian League financially supported the campaign and along with their reestablished trade network, Athens became very wealthy again.


This pattern continued for almost 50 years.  During this period the arts flourished in Athens.


Pericles was an important Athenian leader during this time.








The Greek Civil War





Athens continued the fight against Persia to reclaim lost colonies.


The Delian League was formed to help Athens with tribute.


In time the Persian threat was reduced and some city-states wanted to stop paying tribute to Athens.  The Athenians would not allow it.


A coalition of city-states, led by Sparta, was organized against Athens.


The resulting Greek civil war is known as the Peloponnesian War.


The Athenians were defeated after a 27-year long war.











