Big Ballin’ (in the Gilded Age)

John D.Rockefeller:

I don’t even need a beat.

I could kick it a capella.

Doo-Wop,  shoo-wop.

I’m John D. Rockefeller.

I’m bigger than Big Pimpin’,

I’m bigger than Jay-Z.

He named his record company after me.

I’m the O.G. with more oil than Valdez.

Standard Oil?

That’s just one of my companies. 

I formed the trust, yes I did.

Now I’ll gobble up these Colonel 

Sanders like they’re chicken feed, see?

J.P. Morgan:

Who’s next? That’d be me, J.P. Morgan,

Vital organ, fire people

Like they’re orphans.

Yeah, you heard about me,

Age is Gilded. Banks: I built it.

Towns: I filled it.

This robber baron is hotter than

Most of these wack cats,

I’m a real hustler putting

Trains on rail tracks.

Kicking those real facts,

Little homey pay attention:

The only one to use the law 

To bring me my position.

Andrew Carnegie:

Pass the mic, I’m Andrew Carnegie,

The one all these U.S. Senators

Want to be.

The opposite of poverty,

Carnegie Steel,

Yeah we have a whole monopoly.

Like Horatio Alger, I’m rags to riches.

I used to have no dough,

Now my paper’s vicious.

Social Darwinism, yeah,

I can’t be stopped,

Like that metal after it pop, I’m h-h-hot…

I’m the boss, I’m livin’ large,

I’m a tycoon, and I’m big ballin’…

J.P. Morgan

Yeah, you know who it be…J.P.,

Morgan that is…

Here’s the situation:

The U.S. government needed money,

Asking for help,

Now something here sounds funny,

My mamma said good deeds

Don’t ever come back,

So they hit me with

Sherman Antitrust Act.

It’s got to be a gimmick,

You saying if I’m too rich, 

They make a law to tell me

How I’ve got to spend it?

The laissez-faire economy saved me.

The rest can’t touch ‘cause I’m higher

Than Marley.

Jo Pulitzer:

I’m Jo Pulitzer. I’m 10 on the Richter.

I’m how they set the standard

For all prize winners.

U.S. goes to war, I use news to divide us.

In Cuba, Teddy Roosevelt’s

Screaming Rough Riders!

So tell me who’s in control

Of your worldview.

The man with paper in hand,

Pulitzer’s the truth.

I don’t need no facts,

This is yellow journalism.

Exaggerate the truth, Sensationalism.

John D. Rockefeller

Rockefeller eats shrimp dipped in caviar,

I don’t need a car, I ride on real jaguars.

I keep the prices high, the wages low,

So the Knights of Columbus know

Who’s in control.

I own 90 percent of oil, keep it greasy.

These machine politics are getting

Kind of sleazy.

Me and Boss Tweed,

Yeah we own the vote,

Tammany Hall,  playa. That ain’t no joke!

I’m the boss, I’m livin’ large,

I’m a tycoon, and I’m big ballin’
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A. Owned refineries and oil company(horizontal consolidation)


B. Owned refineries and oil company(vertical consolication)


C. oil industry which is dominated by a few large profitable firms
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A. industry which is dominated by a few large profitable firms


B. all companies managed by one group


C. complete control of a product or service
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A. Reconstruction Era


B.  suggest that a thin layer of prosperity covered the poverty and corruption of much of the society.


C. Golden period for most of the American people
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A. Business leaders built their fortunes by stealing from public.


B. Business leaders served their nation as “Captains of Industry”


C. Industrialist who always put the needs of nation before own.
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A. industry which is dominated by a few large profitable firms


B. all companies managed by one group


C. complete control of a product or service
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A. That Government should control and regulate business


B. If Government stayed out of businesses than those businesses that were ‘fit’ would succeed


C. Basic feature that giant industries need large about of capital
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A. Outlawed any combination of companies that restrained interstate trade or commerce.


B. Outlawed labor unions


C. Outlawed industrial competition
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A. Government should be involved in business


B. Gov’t should allow big business to control the economy


C. Gov’t should play a very limited role in business
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A. Industrialist used to manage production cost.


B. Designed to keep group in power usually headed by a ‘boss’


C. An honest elected politician that based decisions on constituencies wishes.











