Classical Era

Unit 2 Vocabulary

· Bureaucracy- an administrative policy-making group characterized by specialization of functions, adherence to fixed rules, and a hierarchy of authority 

· Democracy- a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically held free elections 
· Dynasty - a powerful group or family that maintains its position for a considerable time 
· Empire- a major political unit having a territory of great extent or a number of territories or peoples under a single sovereign authority

· Filial piety-is a virtue of respect for one's parents and ancestors
· Monotheism-the doctrine or belief that there is but one God 
· Nirvana- a place or state of oblivion to care, pain, or external reality 
· Oligarchy-a government in which a small group exercises control 
· Polytheism- belief in or worship of more than one god 
· Reincarnation- rebirth in new bodies or forms of life 
· Republic-a government in which supreme power resides in a body of citizens entitled to vote and is exercised by elected officers and representatives responsible to them and governing according to law 

