Patriotism during Wartime
Analyze how the constitutional issues raised by the passage of the Espionage and Sedition Acts impacted the role of the US government during wartime.
	Consider this…

What does patriotism mean to you? Do you think it is important for people to be patriotic?

Is it patriotic or anti-American to criticize the US government?

	Central Historical Question:  Were critics of the First World War anti-American?

	Background:

On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and formally entered the First World War. In order to assemble an army large enough to send into combat in Europe, Congress passed the Selective Service Act in May 1917, instituting the first draft in the United States since the end of the Civil War more than half a century earlier. The notion of conscripting young men to fight in a foreign war was a controversial one, and the draft law provoked some opposition.

One of the leading organizations to oppose the draft during World War I was the American Socialist Party. In August 1917, it authorized its general secretary, Charles Schenck, to distribute 15,000 leaflets in and around Philadelphia, encouraging citizens to oppose the draft. The leaflets described the Selective Service Act as unconstitutional and demanded that citizens "assert their rights" by refusing to obey their draft notices. For taking on primary responsibility for distributing these leaflets, many of which were sent through the U.S. mail, Schenck was arrested for violating the Espionage Act of 1917, which forbade any interference with military operations or recruitment. He was convicted in federal court, and appealed his conviction to the United States Supreme Court on the grounds that the Espionage Act violated his First Amendment right to freedom of speech.

The Schenck case is significant because it represented the first time the Supreme Court considered the limitations of the First Amendment. It also dealt with the thorny question of whether, and to what extent, the federal government could restrict the civil liberties of American citizens in time of war. Schenck's pamphlets would not have been controversial or illegal in peacetime, but there was some precedent to support the notion that even the explicit protections of the Bill of Rights might be temporarily set aside during wartime. If Schenck's conviction were upheld by the Supreme Court, it would reinforce the notion that the national need for unity and security in time of crisis could supersede the individual's right to freedoms normally guaranteed by the Constitution.
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	Where do you stand on this issue?  Were critics of the First World War anti-American?  Now, make an argument…

	1. Claim:  What is your solution to the question?                I claim that…



	2.    Reason:  What reasons do you have for supporting this claim?  …because of these reasons

	2. Evidence:  What evidence do you base your reasons on?  …which I base on this evidence




