Westward Expansion and the Gilded Age Study Guide
1. Explain the term “Gilded Age” and why this term is appropriate for the late 1800s.

2. Explain the impact of the expansion of the railroads and why railroads were given land.

3. What were the effects of the Homestead Act of 1862?
4. What factors led to the cattle industry boom?
5. How did the Klondike Gold Rush impact the city of Seattle?
6. Why did steel become an important building material during the Gilded Age?
7. How did the development of electricity, the telephone, and farm equipment affect the economy?
8. Explain the positive and negative effects of industrialization.

9. Why were industrialists during the Gilded Age referred to as either “captains of industry” or “robber barons”?
10. Explain the effect of monopolies and big business on the economy.
11. What were the factors that led to the organization of labor unions?
12. Explain the economic problems faced by farmers and how these problems led to the Populist Movement.
13. Explain the sentiments behind the Chinese Exclusion Act.

14. Explain the causes and effects civil service reform (Pendleton Civil Service Act).

15. Explain the characteristics of political machines and their connection to immigrants.

16. What were the goals of the social gospel movements and settlement movements?
17. Explain why many employers hired children during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

18. What were some of the effects of urbanization?

19. What social issues affected women during the Gilded Age?

20. Explain the positive arguments for wealthy industrialists (Andrew Carnegie and philanthropists).

21. Why did immigrants come to America (push-pull factors) and what were their experiences once they reached America (ghettos)?

22. Explain efforts to assimilate/Americanize immigrants and Native Americans (Dawes Act and boarding schools).
